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Territorial Acknowledgement 

As a white settler of German and Norwegian decent, I recognise that I am an univited 

visitor here in Canada. I acknowledge with respect that I live and study on the stolen lands of the 

W̱SÁNEĆ nation and Lekwungen speaking peoples, including the Songhees and Esquamalt 

Nations. I appreciate that these peoples have had a reciprocal and sustaining relationship with the 

land since time immemorial and that that relationship continues today. I respect that despite 

hundreds of years of colonial oppresion, racisim, attempts to fracture communities and ties to 

land, these nations as well as Indigenous people across Turtle Island have shown immeasurable 

strength and resiliancy. I acknowledge my own role in upholding colonial systems that continue 

to marginalise and oppress Indigenous people and promise to not stand idle in complicity. I 

promise to continue working to decolonise my own thinking, reflect on my actions and accept 

criticism with an open heart. 

 



Identity

Relationship "Elders say, it is
important to listen

with 'three ears: two
on the sides of our
head and the one

that is in our heart.'" -
Jo-ann Archibald

"The stories peiple tell have a way of
taking care of them. If stories come to
you, care for them. And learn to give
them awary where they are needed.
Sometimes a person needs a story

more than food to stay alive; that is
why we put these stories in each

other's memory. This is how peoipeple
care for themselves." (Lopez, 1990,

p.48)
Indigenous
Health and
Well-being

Transformation
WE  ARE  ALWAYS  I N  A

STATE  OF  BE -COM ING

Transferring oral to text is a complex process - How

can things like body language, personality, context,

relationship be translated into mere words on a page? 
weak translations from Indigenous to English

Impact of colonization

stories molded to western literary
ideals Integration and

public education
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Education for
liberation

'THE STORY' vs
the story

Critical eye - who is the story
for? what is the purpose?

praxis

Resurgence

RESPECT
,

RELEVAN
CE,

RECIPRO
CITY,

RESPON
SIBILITY

of Indigenous education

The 4 R's 

Restorying
Metaphor and

analogy in story read
through the lens of 7
prinicples: RESPECT,

RESPONSIBILITY,
RECIPROCITY,

REVERENCE, HOLISM,
INTERRELATEDNESS &

SYNERGY
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tio
n

From Giles's story: each drop
represents a learning

experiencewhich is built on
over time causing concentric

circles that eventually
connect tothose of other

learning experiences.

By focusing on story principles, we can learn
different lessons from the same story at

different times

Responsible,
active,

participatory
listening 

Embodiment of
Indigenous stories
and perspectives in

text

Reconciliation

land acknowledgements

Mentor relationship with
story teller

patience, trust

and readiness

Knowledge as a gift
- acknowledge the

giver(s)

"stories 'take on

their own lives' and

'become the teacher'"

(Jo-ann Archibald,

2007, p. 9) 

Meaning
making

True Indigenous education for the 
 heart mind, body and spirit

humility* truth*love

humour and meaning
lost or misinterpreted 

Stories do not lead the
listener from point A to B

to C.Oral Tradition
place-
based 
Experience

Need for a
balanced

perspective

Residential schools

imposition of western worldviews

oral tradition
remains alive with

Indigenous text
growing from

withing it
Indigenous writers/voices

taking the lead

theories
embedded in

stories

PROTECTION

Indigenous people know the stories of their culture

make their own stories

be aware of how they can be changed or influence

Respect for language

Gaining pride and
understanding though

re-econnecting to
spirituality, language

and culture

WRITING IN FIRST

LANGUAGES

Learning to

manipulate English

to fit traditional

communication

methods

Stories connected to
the listener/reader

Story work
Students should be encouraged to form a

relationship with stories and texts on a
personal level

narrative and attitude

LIVED VALUES

make space for
counter-narratives

Be an ally

Indigenous

perspectives/

Indigenous

voices

Stories of

resilience

Unification and healing
Stories that lead

to action

Truth-telling
Kanatiens -"they sit

in our village"

question dominant

narratives, examine

perspective and context

throw the light on injusticve

survivors's
stories

The government's historical
conextualisation of injustices
and racism to move on with the
status quo versus  Indigenous

peoples'  current lived
experiences and ongoing impacts

of racism, colonialism.
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https://nimkee.org/
https://biblioteca.sagrado.edu/eds/detail?db=edo&an=54404622&isbn=07101481
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfKr-D5VDBU
http://martinbrokenleg.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/12_1_Brokenleg_Van_Bockern.pdf


ALL STATUS INDIAN CHILDREN 

MUST ATTEND INDIAN RESIDENTIAL

SCHOOL OR A DAY SCHOOL. 

.

1920 Amendment to the
Indian Act:

OFTEN NO DAY

SCHOOLS

AVAILABLE 

. RESIDENTIAL

SCHOOLS ONLY

OPTION

.

Residential Schools

unfulfilled
commitments to

education for
Indigenous

children
Only the most
basic education

survivors left with an aversion
to education and displaced

identities
TRAUMA

January 1st, 1831 - July 1997

Churches building mission
schools for Indigenous

children as of mid 1600s -
following the path of

colonisation from East to
West

State funded,

church run
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Schools
located

off
reserves

Integration

Kill the Indian in the child

Colonisation

public high schools

Assimilation

The 60's Scoop The Indian Act

Reserves

Treaty agreements

Getting rid of the 'Indian Problem'

Striped
identity

Christian
names

Assigned
numbers

Forced separation

Isolation

cultural

genocide

Reconciliation
Truth & Truth &

Reconciliation

physical abuse

emotional abuse

Sexual abuse

Spiritual abuse Land

dispossession

Forced dependency
on state Indian

Agents
Potlach law

Pass system

RCMP
enforcement

Religious
education
prioritized

under-qualified staff,
underfunded schools Children often spent more

time doing physical labor
than studying

Inter-generational

trauma

Healing
Education for Reconciliation

In order to move
forward we ALL

need to know the
truth

Colonization and racism are
Canadian problems, notjust 

 Indigenous problems - we must all
confront our roles 

CEP

Tuberculosis

Language and

traditional knowledge

loss

Pneumonia

malnutrition

Policy 
of edu

cation 
integra

tion

Racism

bullying

colonial
system

stereotyped

Western
Education

When the abominable state of

residential schools was outted and

they became less popular with the

public

#1 Goal:
ASSIMILATIONIndigenous

children to
white families

Assigning a monetary
amount to life trauma

harmful
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re-unification

Resurgence
Indigenous ledReconciliation relates

ONLY to experiences
and trauma suffered

from residential
schools

Re-connection 

Language revitalisation

Reclaiming
traditional

names

Critical pedagogy

The path with heart

settler
discomfort

acknowledging the
impacts of assimilartion

and colonisation as
inextricably linked in
terms of  harm and

healing

land
dispossession

Residential
Schools

Family & community
separation

forced state
dependency Stolen

languages

over representation
in child welfare &
criminal justice

system

culturally responsive 

Re-storying
Trauma-informed

culturally relavant 

Indigenization

Questioning the
status-quo

Indigenous pedagogy TRC Calls to Action
self-determinationIndigenous perspetives

reform

decolonising

Education
for

liberation

State

perspective

Canada isn't racist

this is history
We're sorry, let's ,move on

Institutionalization
Millennial

Scoop

Continued abuse

Lost identities

stuck in-between

suicide
addiction

Question:

What are some good resources to help me ensure that

I am following trauma informed teaching practices?

https://www.capnews.ca/news/here-are-all-202-children-known-to-have-died-in-vancouver-island-residential-schools
https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/history-of-residential-schools/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/assault-on-residential-school-students-identities-began-the-moment-they-stepped-inside
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HFCU8Gffao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swo9flbACho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_uVBE6AXs4
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Reflection on Language Revitalization

If your children are not
permitted to learn and grow
within their language then

they will become...incapable of
knowing themselves and

understanding about
becoming." 

- Alex Mckay

Minimal
fluent

speakers

Identity
worldview

worldview

worldview

Assimilation

Residential schools

60s ScoopIntegration

Resistance
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Dominant Culture

Fluent

speakers

passing away
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"The more that I use [my language]
the more that I think I am

becoming the person I was meant to
be."

Language is

social - it is

sustained by

PEOPLE, not a

single person

health of the land and

health of the people

embedded in language

Language has a soul

"No matter where we go,
it's important to see it in
our own worldview and
so that we can remain
strong in seeing that

worldview..."

"I find myself... looking at
things differently."

Traditional stories told

in native languages

Translation is an

illusion

Essence is lost in

translation

"We have to do it as a family
and we have to start at the

kitchen table."

Courage and passion to

speak

resilience & innovation

In
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nou
s 
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d

Bringing community
together

access to rituals
through language

"Always remember the power of language and the strength and power that
comes with it."

""You will heal as
you speak your

language."

Resilience, Resistance, Resurgence

Quotes from W̱ILṈEW̱
Radio Season 2,

Episode2: Let the
Languages Live 

overwhelming to learnculture and languageat the same time

colonized learning
patterns

Western education
takes up time and

energy Impact of
English on
worldview

Distance fromtraditional land

Dictionaries are
helfpful but cannot
teach the soal of

alanguage

Reclaiming identity

Question:

What are school districts doing to
support language revitalization

within the public education system?

revitalising a

way of teaching

decolonising the self

guided by values

embedded in language

empowering

reconnecting to land through land

based language

English

French

M
e

d
i
a

Relocation

oppression

racism

poisitive cultural
identity

language is alive

https://soundcloud.com/cfuv/heliset-tte-skal-let-the-languages-liveep2?in=cfuv/sets/w-il-ew-radio-season-two
https://www.uvic.ca/future-students/indigenous/language/index.php
https://www.thestar.com/vancouver/2019/03/16/efforts-to-keep-bcs-indigenous-languages-alive-reach-new-heights.html
http://atribecalledred.com/
https://jeremydutcher.com/
http://rpm.fm/artist/savage-family/


Continued cultural

genocide
PROVINCES GIVEN

JURISDICTION OVER CHILD

WELFARE

.

1950 Amendment to the
Indian Act:

THERE HAD NOT

BEEN ANY FEDRAL

JURISDICTION

.

.

high-death
rates

dehumanizing 

60's ScoopOttawa, AFN pen
agreement to map out
funding for First

Nations chilkdwelfare
overhaul

& funding

Indigenous
children

'scooped' & put
into child

welfare system

white foster
or adoptive

families

inability to develop
positive cultural

identity

Identity
crisis

"behaviour"
issues

Millenial

Scoop
"More Indigenous children in care now than at

the height of the residential school era" - CBC

news

The Birth of a Family

Union

building connection

Language

RevitalizationResurgence

Resilience

Resistance

Building positive
cultural identity

Going home

Kimelman Report

ion

Need for self-
determination

When public support for residential
schools fell, the government found

an alternative solution to the "Indian
problme"

Assimilation

Increased workload for
social workers was not

matched with increased
training or cultural

understanding

poverty
socio-economic

barriers

Colonisation
The Indian Act

Reserves

BrokenTreaty agreements

Land

dispossession

Forced dependency
on state Indian

Agents
Potlach law

Pass systemchildren in
institutions

physical, emotional, spiritual, sexual ABUSE

Children
sometimes

taken when
parents
weren't
around

underfunded,
unsupported communities

Birth Alerts

TRAMA

ForcedStolen Identities

separation

Babies moved every 3 months
to avoid attachment

Adoptive families
given

misinformation
about children's

origins

some adopted
children

recorded as
deceased

Residential Schools

stolen children between
1950's-1980's

20,000
over

parents
received

minimal or no
warning

55% of children in  care are
indigenous, but only 4% of
the population in Canada

OVER-REPRESENTATION

Not required for
band councils to

be notified  of
child's removal

until 1980

systemic
racism

Continued
lack of

support for
Indigenous

communities

Question:
What are some good classroom

resources that address the 60s and
millenial scoops in a way that is

sensetive to the fact that the issue
continues today and may affect

children in the classroom directly?
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Goverment trying to make
Indigenous people replicas

of anglo Canadians

https://www.nfb.ca/film/birth_of_a_family/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wKhUI2LI25haJetrIMKgt8F-pd6tSOF5cDaTum_UDKE/edit#slide=id.ge9090756a_1_58
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sixties-scoop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Power_movement
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/indigenous-child-welfare-c92-funding-1.5639885
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/findingcleo/saskatchewan-s-adopt-indian-m%C3%A9tis-program-1.4555441
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-ending-birth-alerts-1.5285929
https://www.cbc.ca/artsprojects/the2010s/kent-monkman-the-scoop


Indigenous
Health and
Well-being

Racism

Colonization

Indian Act
1876

Dependent on the state and confined in
remote northern communities, Inuit
Peoples' access to basic necessities,
including health services are limited.

family 
resilience

community

Individual

Impacts of colonization on
Inuit Peoples

Impact of

colonisation on

Metis

Non-Insured
Health Benefits

Program 

Only for
status
Indians

"objective"
data on

Indigenous
health

Indigenous communities
pathologized

What systemic racism in

Canada looks like (CBC

Vancouver, 2020)

Current & Historical
Child welfare

Practices
Residential

Schools"..the heartbeat of
racism itself has

always been denial" -
Ibram X. Kendi

resurgence 

Access to health care

Promising
developments

dispossesion
of land DEPENDENCE ON THE

STATE

Colonial
authorities

decide who is
INDIAN

Racist acts in health care individualized - greater picture of
systemic racism veiled

By naming Indigenous

people as wards of the

state, dispossessing them of

their lands and rights to

self-determination, the

Indian Act legalized and

laid the ground work for

years of racist and colonial

policies that continue today.

Gendered impact of
colonization

cultural safety
versus cultural
competence

"...to call someone racist, it's seen as more
offensive than that person's racism."  -

Rinaldo Walcott

60s scoop

Disruption
of

traditional
economy Movement

restricted

All
powerful
Indian
Agent

Roles and
responsibilities of
women undermined

hunting and gathering

Forced out
of nomadic

lifestyle

permanent
settlement

sled dog
massacre

What can take from this as a pre-service teacher?

Anxiety and avoidance of
health care services

Brian Sinclair

Racism against Indigenous Peoples acts as a

barrier to all key social determinants of

health: education, employment, food security,

housing

Some services require on-reserve treatment

for coverage

Changing and
complicated approval

processes

Missing and
murdered

Indigenous
women

Colonial/patriarchal
policies

Women displaced from

traditional roles and

responsibilities 

forced
sterilization of

women

Undermining of
traditional midwifery

Required medical check-
ups for pregnant women in

remote locations

Global warming impacting
food sources 

Not included in the
Indian Act

Not considered Indian or
Canadian - victimsof race

based persecution

Dispossessed of
land

Women could lose status if
married to a non-Indian

Cancer-stricken First

Nations girl forgoing

chemo

Community
fundraisers

Community food
sharing

Intergenerational child-rearing

Indigenous voices, perspectives and
context missing

"the heartbeat of anti-racism is confession" - Ibram X Kendi

Racism is
systemic and
until we, the
cogs of the

system,
acknowledge it

and become
open to critique

nothing will
change.

Cultural
genocide

assimilate

human experiments
separation from family

sexual abuse
physical abuse

spiritual

abuse emotional abuse

The Common Experience Payment has resulted in more harm than
good as it fails to account for the atrocities suffered by the

survivors and to support the reunification of communities that 
 would aide in the healing process 

CEP

Transmission of cultural
identity and parenting

skills impeded Indigenous children taken
and placed in white

families
Over-representation of

Indigenous children in state
care

PTSD

Indigenous directed health
services trauma informed care

Culturally responsive practice
cultural humility

efforts to
increase
the # of

Indigenous
health care
providers

Racism is institutionalized in social systems including health
care,  child welfare and the criminal justice system.

Be reflective and open to critique

Compassion and patience - be mindful of intergenerational trauma TRUTH comes before reconciliation

the importance of Indigenous voice, perspective
and context

Education for liberation - retelling the history of Canada

I would love to
explore how the

issues discussed in
this paper apply to
education further,
particularly at an
Elementary level. 
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https://nimkee.org/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indian-status-5-more-things-you-need-to-know-1.3109451
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/cancer-stricken-first-nations-girl-forgoing-chemo-1.1824916#:~:text=At%2010%2Dyears%2Dold%20Makayla,Peter%20Akman%20has%20the%20details.&text=A%2010%2Dyear%2Dold%20Ojibwa,Naomi%20Parness%20reports.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GmX5stT9rU
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-ibram-x-kendi-on-how-to-be-an-antiracist/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Mbu8bvKb_U&feature=youtu.be


Revelutionary Reform 

Place-based

learning
Inviting in community

members

Displaying
visually/orally

local language(s)

Physical arrangement of
classroom Learning local

language(s)

Reflection on Indigenization

Praxis

All learners
see

themselves in
the classroom

Leverage
as a

generalist
teacher

Education as a

practice for

liberation

decolonization

Truth telling

All voices valuedRespect and acknowlegement
of knowlege keepers

autonomy over learning
experience

Including and

amplifying Indigenous
voices

community
centered

Inquiry
students as co-teachers

and teacher as co-learner

teach dissent
practice thick

democracy

adaptable and
responsive teaching

Learning
traditional
place names

Outdoor learning

Encouraging/valuing conversations of
shared values and principles over

rules and punishments

Walking land
acknowledgment tours

Building
relationships 

Drawing on district

resources and

relationships

Territory
acknowledgements from

the heart

Teaching
Indigenous history,

resilience,
resistance and

resurgence all year
long 

Teaching

colonization as

BOTH historical and

contemporary

Gorsky's 7 shifts of consciousness

for intercultural teaching

Acknowledging
the system as

colonial
Tensions 

 Legitimization

Tensions 

allyship

Learning by

doing

Trauma informed
Critical pedagogy

Studying
local plants

Reflection
Reflection

focus
student

strengths

Considering where I,

personally, am

perpetuating

colonialism/oppression 

personal inquiry unit
Bringing in funds of knowledge

Pressure from parents,

administration and colleagues

What will happen if we don't
cover EVERY point, chapter or

concept?

Surface versus
deep

understanding

Include more than books
in the class "library"-
audio, manipulatives,

visuals etc.

class community time

Theory

Restorying

How can I enact change in the
system?

How can I help my students enact change in
the system?

Interdiciplinary

Emotional, spiritual, physical

and intellectual development

Inquiry

Break outside the textbook - find local resources

An
aly

se
 t
he
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d 
an
d 

fo
rm

 o
f

fo
rm

al 
as
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ssm

en
ts

Learning and following
local protocol

circle�time Mindfulness
moments

Varied�assessment

and�teaching

strategies

Group work

Ung a

o enurage

aborai

Personalized
teaching
methods

REALLY get

to know my

students

Acknowledge where

knowledge/information/stori

es come from

Acknowledge
mistakes

Be vulnerable

Question: 
What are some of the

local protocols for
inviting community
members into the

classroom?

Refer to TRC Calls
to action 

http://donellameadows.org/archives/leverage-points-places-to-intervene-in-a-system/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjx2zDvyzsU
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/253260693_Good_Intentions_Are_Not_Enough_A_Decolonizing_Intercultural_Education
https://www.uvic.ca/news/topics/2020+indigenous-libraries-rymoran+news
https://www.basicknowledge101.com/subjects/educationquotes.html
https://www.kairoscanada.org/murray-sinclair-education-key-reconciliation
https://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/residents/culture/public-art/signs-of-lekwungen.html
https://aned.sd61.bc.ca/
https://firstpeoplesprinciplesoflearning.wordpress.com/
https://books.google.ca/books/about/Upstanders.html?id=kYuOoAEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://www.strongnations.com/
https://native-land.ca/territory-acknowledgement/
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